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Devotional Readings

Why should you read the Bible?

e To be prepared to meet every
experience in life.

e To prepare ourselves to become the
person God wants us to be.

e To accomplish the purpose for which
He created us.

Reading your Bible is an important part of your Christian
worship. During that time you communicate with God and He
communicates with you. Below you will find some links to
places that have online daily devotionals.

God's Expectations

2 Timothy 2:15 "Study to show yourself approved unto God, a workman that doesn’t need to be
ashamed, correctly handling the word of truth."

This is a scripture that most of you have heard and seen many times but, have you really taken

into consideration what this passage is saying? Let's examine the words of this passage and see
what God through His revelation is telling us.

Study - The Greek word is "spoudazo”. The meaning of this word is not to simply read and
memorize. The word carries a strong connotation. It's meaning is to hasten to do a thing,
to exert oneself, to strive and endeavor. The picture here is not a person who is simply

reading but, of someone who devoting their entire heart, soul, energies and intellect to
something.

Approved - The Greek word is "dokimos". Looking at the earliest uses of this word, it is
used when speaking of metals that have gone through the test of fire in a forge to check
their purity. When you wanted to check the purity of gold or silver you would have it
melted down to see if any impurities would float to the top or separate. After this the gold
or silver would be "dokimos" approved. The word is also used to describe on who is
having his faith tried and character tried and examined.

Unto God - The one who we are to please is God, not man. The one whose approval we are
to desire.

Workman - The Greek word is "ergates”. This word is used to describe one who works for
another such as a field hand working in a vineyard. There are two important facets of this
definition. First, the workman works! Second, the workman was not an independent
consultant working where and when he felt like. The "ergates” worked for and under the
direction of a property owner or supervisor.

Ashamed - The Greek word here is "anepaischuntos”. To be ashamed means to have a
feeling or fear that prevents a person from doing something. It could be cowardice,
timidity, lack of knowledge, embarrassment or other reasons that would produce shame
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in a person.

Rightly dividing - The Greek word here is "orthotomeo”. It is a compound word from
"orthos" meaning straight and "temno" meaning to cut. This word was commonly used
to refer to the process of plowing straight rows in a field. As people of the 21st Century,
this may not mean much to us today. However, having had the opportunity to try my hand
at plowing with a mule and an old fashioned plow, let me share some observations with
you on this. It takes strength, stamina, skill, endurance, and your undivided attention. If
you didn't understand your mule, your plow, and your field, well lets just say the results
can be disastrous. We are called on to correctly and skillfully handle the Word of God and
use it for it's intended purposes.

Word of truth - God's revelation to man that we now commonly call the Bible.

Let's look at this verse again and as you read it, think about the above definitions that you
learned. 2 Timothy 2:15 "Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth."

At this point you may feel slightly overwhelmed by the depth of the requirements from the verse
above. Remember that you have the Holy Spirit dwelling in you and He will enable and empower
you so that you can do this!
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